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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) 7-28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) £3 Claim(s) 1^9 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) 23 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mail Date. 

3) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 20050622 . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070620 



Application Number: 10/506,849 
Art Unit: 3662 



Page 1 of 4 



1. Claims 10-28 objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 
608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the merits. 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 7/1, 7/2, 7/3, 8/7/1, 8/7/2, 8/7/3, 9/8/7/1, 9/8/7/2 and 9/8/7/3 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US200401 11898 in combination with 
US5287627. The US200401 1 1898 reference discloses the utilization of a combination tool 
comprising: a housing (11) having a first end and a second end; a laser device (see paragraph 
[0023]); and a sonic device (see paragraph [0025]) connected to said housing and being adapted 
to project signals for measuring distances between said tool and a spaced object as recited in 
claim 1. The difference between the US200401 1 1898 reference and claim 1 is that the claim 
recites the laser device is rotatably mounted to said housing. The US5287627 reference teaches 
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that it was well known in the art to utilize a laser device that is rotatably mounted to a housing 
(see Figures 13A-15). It would have been obvious to modify the US200401 1 1898 reference to 
utilize a laser device that is rotatably mounted to a housing as motivated by the US5287627 
reference to enable the US200401 11898 system to take measurements parallel or perpendicular 
to a laser line. 

With regards to claim 2, the US200401 11898 reference discloses the utilization of a calculator 
(60) and the US5287627 reference teaches that it was well known in the art to utilize a 
microprocessor (see column 14, line 16). 

With regards to claim 3, the US5287627 reference teaches that it was well known in the art to 
take measurements from a side of the device (see Figure 1 7). 

With regards to claims 7 and 8, the US5287627 reference teaches that it was well known in the 
art to use a bracket (see Figures 8-11). 

5. Claims 1-3, 7/1, 7/2, 7/3, 8/7/1, 8/7/2, 8/7/3, 9/8/7/1, 9/8/7/2 and 9/8/7/3 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US20030218469 in combination with 
US5287627. The US200302 18469 reference discloses the utilization of a combination tool 
comprising: a housing (15) having a first end and a second end; a laser device (see paragraph 
[0085]); and a sonic device (see paragraph [0074]) connected to said housing and being adapted 
to project signals for measuring distances between said tool and a spaced object as recited in 
claim 1. The difference between the US200302 18469 reference and claim 1 is that the claim 
recites the laser device is rotatably mounted to said housing. The US5287627 reference teaches 
that it was well known in the art to utilize a laser device that is rotatably mounted to a housing 
(see Figures 13A-15). It would have been obvious to modify the US200302 18469 reference to 
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utilize a laser device that is rotatably mounted to a housing as motivated by the US5287627 
reference to enable the US200302 18469 system to take measurements parallel or perpendicular 
to a laser line. 

With regards to claim 2, the US200302 18469 reference discloses the utilization of a 
microcontroller (11) and the US5287627 reference teaches that it was well known in the art to 
utilize a microprocessor (see column 14, line 16). 

With regards to claim 3, the US200302 18469 reference discloses that it was well known in the 
art to take measurements from a side of the device (see Figure 1) and the US5287627 reference 
teaches that it was well known in the art to take measurements from a side of the device (see 
Figure 17). 

With regards to claims 7-9, the US5287627 reference teaches that it was well known in the art to 
use a bracket (see Figures 8-11). 

6. Claims 4-6, 7/4, 7/5, 7/6, 8/7/4, 8/7/5, 8/7/6, 9/8/7/4, 9/8/7/5 and 9/8/7/6 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over US200401 1 1898 or US20030218469 in 
combination with US5287627 as applied to claims 1 and 2 above, and further in combination 
with US5566098. The claims 4 and 6 additionally recite the utilization of display orientation 
means. The US5566098 reference teaches that it was well known in the art to utilize display 
orientation means (see the Abstract). It would have been obvious to modify the previous 
combination of references to utilize display orientation means responsive to gravity as motivated 
by the US 5 5 66098 reference to enable the system to be more easily read by a user. 
With regards to claim 5, the US5566098 reference teaches that it was well known in the art to 
utilize mercury switches in a display orientation means (see the Abstract). 
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With regards to claims 7-9, the US5287627 reference teaches that it was well known in the art to 
use a bracket (see Figures 8-11). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dan Pihulic whose telephone number is 571-272-6977. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday and Wednesday through Friday from 5:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Tarcza, can be reached on 571-272-6979. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are: 

571-273-8300 for official responses, and 

571-273-6977 for unofficial communications. 
Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the telephone number 800-786-9199. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 

/Daniel Pihulic/ 
Daniel T. Pihulic 
Primary Patent Examiner 
T.C. Art Unit 3662 



